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1. ALL-DAY ON-STREET CAR PARKING FEES IN THE GEELONG CBD
Source:
Chief Executive Officer:
Portfolio:

Chief Executive – Financial Services
Martin Cutter
Finance

Purpose
1.

To provide Council with the opportunity to consider corrective action on increases to the
budgeted 2019-20 fees for capped all-day on street parking and 3-hour and 4-hour
capped parking in the Geelong CBD and request management undertake a review of all
budgeted 2019-20 fees and charges to identify any significant increase in fees and
charges that were not included in the budget consultation process for further
consideration.

Background
2.

On 1 July 2019 the City implemented new fees and charges for the financial year. This
included an increase for on-street car parking hourly rates from $2.90 to $3.00.

3.

Additionally, there were increases to off-street permit parking monthly fees, and off-street
all-day car parking fees at the Haymarket and Corio Street car parks, with fees rising
from $10.80 to $13.00 per day.

4.

Consequently, on-street car parking fees across the Geelong CBD were recast for
capped 3-hour, 4- hour and all-day on-street car parking. Approximately 290 car parks
are impacted along parts of Western Beach Road, Eastern Beach Road, Ritchie
Boulevard, Brougham Street, Bellarine Street and the Little Ryrie Street car park.

5.

All-day on-street car parking fees were increased to align with the fees for off-street allday car parking to provide consistency.

Key Matters
6.

The City’s 2019-20 budget process included exhibiting key changes to fees and charges.
However, it became evident on 1 July that not all key changes to the City’s fees and
charges were exhibited. For parking fees, key changes that were made but
unintentionally not exhibited include:
6.1

Capped all-day on-street parking from - $5.80 to $13.00;

6.2

3-hour parking capped from - $5.80 to $7.00;

6.3

4-hour parking capped from - $3.50 to $8.00; and

6.4

4-hour parking capped (high occupancy) from - $5.80 to $9.00.

7.

The above fee increase was not communicated to the Council or community, and those
members of our community who use on-street all-day car parking were not appropriately
advised of the increase.

8.

As consultation did not occur, it is appropriate that Council seek to implement actions
that restore faith in the process.

9.

In addition to any corrective action on the parking fees and charges, it is important that
a comprehensive analysis be undertaken of all budgeted 2019-20 fees and charges to
identify any significant increase in fees and charges that were not included in the budget
consultation process for further consideration by Council.
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Recommendation
10.

That Council:
10.1 Consider the fee charges for capped on-street all-day, 3-hour and 4-hour
parking in the Geelong CBD; and
10.2 Request management undertake a review of all budgeted 2019-20 fees and
charges to identify any significant increase in fees and charges that were not
included in the budget consultation process for further consideration by
Council.
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Attachment 1
Financial Implications

1.

2019-20 fee increases for capped on-street all day, 3-hour and 4-hour parking have
potential budget impacts in the order of $500,000 to $600,000 per annum. The all-day
parking makes up approximately $480,000 of this income.

2.

The process for resetting parking meter fees takes at least 48 hours.

Community Engagement

3.

The 2019-20 budget consultation process included exhibiting key fees and charges
increases. The process did not include all increases and only published approximately
260 of the 1800 fees and charges of the City. The process to exhibit only key fees and
charges increased has been the practice at the City for some years. This process will be
reviewed by the City in preparation of the 2020-21 budget.

4.

Fees and charges are currently published on the City’s website:
https://www.geelongaustralia.com.au/budget/documents/item/8d6fe115aa4f99a.aspx.

Social Equity Considerations

5.

It is important that the budget consultation process provided opportunities for all the
community to participate and provide comment, including the City’s fees and charges.

Policy/Legal/Statutory Implications

6.

Fees are set by the City and are subject to annual adjustment in line with the Council’s
Fees and Charges Policy. The application of a more consistent all-day parking fee for
on-street and off-street is in line with the City’s policy.

7.

Decisions about fees and charges is delegated by Council to the City’s Chief Executive
Officer.

Alignment to Council Plan

8.

Fees and charges of the City provide revenue to support the delivery of services to the
community, linking to the Council Plan initiative: Innovative Finances and Technology.

Conflict of Interest

9.

No officers declared a conflict of interest on this matter.

Risk Assessment

10.

A failure to provide adequate opportunities for public consultation on key budget
initiatives may undermine public trust in the Council, the City and its processes.

Environmental Implications

11.

There are no environmental implications relevant to this matter.

